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IN MEMORIAM 
GERALD ALBERT LILLIS 
1904-1966 
Gerald Albert Lillis was born at Lost Nation, Iowa, August 30, 1904. He 
graduated from St. Ambrose Academy, Davenport, Iowa, in 1921; and from 
St. Ambrose College with an A.B. degree in 1924. His theological studies took 
place at Sulpician Seminary in Washington, D. C. He attended class during 
these years at the Catholic University, Washington, D. C., and received a bach-
elor's degree of sacred theology in 1927; and a master's degree in 1928. 
He was ordained to the priesthood at Sacred Heart Cathedral, Davenport, 
Iowa, by His Excellency,. the Most Reverend Henry P. Rohlman, Bishop of 
Davenport, on May 26, 1928. His teaching experience began as an instructor at 
St. Ambrose Academy in the fall of 1928. After two years in that position he was 
sent for graduate study in chemistry at the University of Iowa. He matriculated 
at the State University of Iowa in September, 1930. In June, 1933, he received 
his M.S. degree; and in June, 1935, his Ph.D. in chemistry. In the years that 
followed he became an active member of the American Chemical Society, the 
Association for the Advancement of Science; the Iowa Academy of Science, Phi 
Lambda Upsilon, Sigma Xi. 
Dr. Lillis served with distinction as head of the Department of Chemistry at 
St. Ambrose College from 1935 to 1950. The students recall his lectures which 
were characterized by their exquisite English. As a lecturer he was without peer. 
He left St. Ambrose on February 1, 1950, to become pastor of St. Patrick's 
Parish in Brooklyn, Iowa. He remained there until 1959, when he was trans-
ferred to become pastor at St. Peter's Church in Keokuk, Iowa. He left that 
assignment in 196.3 and became pastor at St. Mary's, Tipton. 
His death occurred on December 7, 1966. 
Father Lillis held several diocesan appointments. For many years he was a 
Pro Synodal Judge of the Matrimonial Court and Parish Consultor. Perhaps 
his best known diocesan position was that of moderator for the Diocesan Council 
of Catholic Women. He heJd this post from 1953 to 1959. 
F. P. RALSTON 
1898-1968 
Dr. F. P. Ralsto:r passed away on January 21, 1968. He was born in Lacona, 
Iowa, on May 22, 1898. He attended the public schools there, attended Simpson 
College where he also joined the R.O.T.C. during World War I. From there he 
went to Creighton College in Omaha and received his M.D. in 1926. He served 
his internship at Mercy Hospital in Des Moines. For five years he practiced in 
the small town of Harvey, Iowa, and moved to Knoxville and practiced medicine 
and surgery until January 20, 1968. He served as a surgeon during World War II 
and was stationed on Canton Island in the South Pacific from 1942 to 1946. 
He was a member of all of the Masonic orders, would have been a 50-year 
member of the American Legion this fall and also was a member of . the Inde-
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pendent Order of Odd Fellows. In addition to his widow, Mrs. Helen Ralston 
of Knoxville, he leaves one son, F. P. Ralston, Jr., who teaches in the Department 
of Biology at Drake University. 
MAX LEVINE 
1889-1967 
Max Levine, professor emeritus of bacteriology, died July 16, 1967, in Honolulu, 
Hawaii. He was born on April 14, 1889, in Poland. He received the B.S. degree 
in 1912 from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and the Ph.D. degree from 
the University of Iowa in 1922. During World War I, he headed the Army Bac-
teriological Laboratory in France and, in World War II, was an officer in the 
Sanitary Corps. He joined the Iowa State faculty in 1913 and served as professor 
of bacteriology and research professor in the Engineering Experiment Station 
during his 34 years at Iowa State. He was in charge of the Department of Bac-
teriology from 193 6 to 1945. In 194 7, he was appointed first director of labora-
tories for the Hawaiian Public Health Department. He was cited by the Hawaiian 
Legislature for his public health work, served as president of the Hawaiian Public 
Health Association, and in 1951 discovered that the tuberculosis vaccine called 
BCG was effective against Hansen's disease. 
JOHN L. FLORA 
1924-1966 
From September, 1966, South Dakota Biology Teachers Association Newsletter. 
We are saddened by the passing from our midst on August 5, 1966, of John 
L. Flora. Mr. Flora had been an active member in the South Dakota Biology 
Teachers Association, had contributed to the SDBTA Newsletter, and had spent 
many hours in the preparation and mailing of the Newslette1·. 
John Lewis Flora was born December 16, 1924, i~ Gurley, Nebraska. He at-
tended school in Gurley before attending college at the University of Nebraska, 
where he graduated with highest honors in 1949, receiving a bachelor's degree in 
agriculture. In 1955 he graduated magna cum laude from Midland College re-
ceiving a bachelor's in education with a major in biology. He attended a Sum-
mer Institute at Macalester College during the summer of 1960 and an institute 
in radiation biology at the University of Kansas during the summer of 1961. In 
1965 he received a master's in natural science with a major in zoology and a 
minor in botany from the University of South Dakota. 
Mr. Flora's teaching experience included teaching science courses in his home 
town of Gurley for 13 years, teaching biology at Crete High School, Crete, Ne-
braska, for one year and during the past year he has been on the botany staff at 
the South Dakota State University. While at SDSU he was largely responsible 
for the operation of the first year biology laboratories, but also participated on 
the lecture team. He also co-authored a laboratory manual in general biology to 
be published in September. During the past summer he helped teach the BSCS 
section of the Summer Institute as well as prepare several TV. lectures for the 
biology program this fall at State. 
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Mr. Flora was a member of Alpha Zeta (agricultural fraternity), Blue Key, 
Lions Club, State and National Education Associations. He was also a member 
of the Lutheran Church and had served as Sunday School Superintendent. He 
was also active in Scouts and had served as Cubmaster and Scoutmaster for many 
years. 
Mr. Flora is survived by his widow, Verna, and their three children, Beth, Mark 
and Jay. They plan to remain in Brookings. 
JOHN E. EVANS 
1882-1967 
John E. Evans, professor and former head of the Department of Psychology, 
died June 3 in Ames. Born January 1, 1882, in Clay County, Indiana, he received 
the A.B. degree in 1910 from Indiana University, the M.A. degree in 1911 and 
Ph.D. degree in 1916 from Columbia University. He taught in Indiana public 
schools and at Indiana State, Indiana and Columbia Universities before coming 
to Iowa State in 1921 as assistant professor of psychology. He was appointed 
head of the department in 1928, serving until 1947. He was a fellow of the 
American Association for the Advancement of Scien{:e and was the author of two 
books, "Influence of Distraction on Reaction Time" and "The Transfer of Train-
ing, 1916." His widow lives at 515 Lynn Avenue, Ames, Iowa. 
RUSSELL BEERS 
1911-1967 
Russell James Beers, 56, 2037 Jensen Avenue, died unexpectedly Monday, July 
24, 1967, while vacationing at Woman's Lake near Hackensack, Minnesota. 
Born at David City, Nebraska, Mr. Beers received a bachelor of science degree 
in 1933 and his master's degree in 1935, both from the University of Nebraska, 
and the Ph.D. in bacteriology from the University of Illinois in 1956. 
An instructor at the University of Wisconsin from 1941-1945, he became a 
chemist with the Badger Ordnance Works in 1945 and served as assistant director 
of the suture laboratory, Iowa Chemicals and Manufacturing Company, from 
1945-46. He was an instructor and assistant professor at Kansas State University, 
Manhattan, from 1956-57. 
Mr. Beers came to Iowa State University as an assistant professor in 1957, 
became an associate professor in 1961. He served as faculty advisor to under-
graduate students in bacteriology for the the past ten years. 
Mr. Beers was a member of the American Chemical Society, the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, the American Association of Uni-
versity Professors and the American Society for Microbiologists. 
He was a member of Sigma Xi, Phi Lambda Upsilon, Sigma Tau, and Pi Mu 
Epsilon, honorary societies, and the Iowa Academy of Science. 
A member of St. John's By-the-Campus Episcopal Church, he served in the 
vestry and was a lay reader. 
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He was active in the Masonic Lodge, a past commander and commander, past 
illustrious master of the Council, high priest of the Chapter, junior warden in the 
Blue Lodge. He was a member of Za-Ga-Zig Shrine and of the Story County 
Shrine Club. 
Survivors include his wi.fe, Thelma, and two daughters, Barbara and Shirley. 
Funeral services were held at 10:30 a.m., Thursday, July 27, at St. John's By·· 
the-Campus Episcopal Church with the Rev. Fr. Paul Goodland officiating. 
Masonic rites were held at Ames Municipal Cemetery. 
Adams Funeral Home was in charge of arrangements. 
A memorial fund has been established. Gifts may be left with First National 
Bank. 
4
Proceedings of the Iowa Academy of Science, Vol. 75 [1968], No. 1, Art. 5
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/pias/vol75/iss1/5
